[image: ]
Glossary of Terms
Procurement Act 2023 — Procurement Processes
	New Term
	Previous Term / Equivalent
	Description

	Assessment Methodology
	Evaluation Methodology
	The methodology which evaluators will use to assess tenders with regard to the award criteria.

	Assessment Summary Characteristics and Relative Advantages
	N/A
	Feedback information which must be provided to a tenderer regarding the evaluation of their tender and the most advantageous tender.

	Award Without Competition
	Direct Award (under a framework, no mini competition)
	Direct award under a framework without competition – only permissible in defined circumstances.

	Competitive Flexible Procedure
	N/A
	New flexible procurement procedure allowing design of multi-stage or tailored processes.

	Competitive Selection Process
	Mini-competition
	Award process under a framework that includes a competitive process between suppliers.

	Competitive Tendering Procedure
	Procurement Process / Procedure
	Describes either the Open Procedure or the Competitive Flexible Procedure.

	Conditions of Participation
	Selection Criteria
	Conditions in the tender documents that must be met to win a contract.

	Direct Award
	Negotiated procedure without Notice
	A public contract awarded directly where legal grounds for doing so exist.

	Frameworks
	Frameworks
	Agreements for future contract awards via competitive or non-competitive means.

	Legal and Financial Capacity
	Economic and Financial Standing
	A key assessment factor for supplier eligibility.

	Most Advantageous Tender
	Most Economically Advantageous Tender
	Tender best satisfying the buyer's requirements and award criteria.

	Multi-Staged Procedure
	Restricted / Dialogue / Negotiated Procedure
	Any process involving more than one stage – e.g. Competitive Flexible Procedure.

	Open Framework
	N/A
	A new framework type allowing reopening of competition during its term.

	Open Procedure
	Open Procedure
	Single-stage process open to all qualified suppliers.

	Participation Period
	Selection Stage
	The defined period for supplier participation prior to tendering.

	Preliminary Market Engagement
	Pre-Market Engagement
	Engaging with suppliers before publishing a tender notice.

	Technical Ability
	Technical and Professional Ability
	A primary factor used to assess a supplier's capacity to deliver.

	Tendering Period
	Tendering Stage
	Period between issuing the ITT and deadline for submissions.



Procurement Act 2023 — Notices & Terms Guide
	Term
	Definition

	Procurement Act 2023
	New legislation governing UK public procurement, replacing EU-based rules.

	Contracting Authority
	Public sector body required to comply with the Procurement Act.

	Competitive Flexible Procedure
	New default tendering process offering more flexibility than previous rules.

	Dynamic Market Notice
	A flexible, open system that suppliers can join at any time.

	Transparency Requirements
	Stronger duty to publish procurement-related information at all stages.

	Notices
	Standardised formats: Planning, Tender, Award, and Implementation notices.

	De-barment List
	Public list of suppliers excluded due to misconduct or legal breach.

	Procurement Objectives
	Principles including value for money, integrity, and public benefit.

	Conflict of Interest
	Authorities must identify and manage conflicts during procurement.

	Contract Performance Info
	Publication of contract KPIs and delivery outcomes now required.

	Exempted Contracts
	Specific contracts (e.g. security-related) exempt from the Act.

	Central Digital Platform
	Future unified portal for notices and supplier registration.

	Preliminary Market Engagement Notice
	A notice issued by a Contracting Authority stating that they intend to conduct, or have conducted, preliminary market engagement.

	Supplier Registration System
	A simplified, single-point registration system for suppliers under the new regime.

	Framework Agreement
	An agreement with one or more suppliers to provide goods/services under set terms for a period.

	Call-off Contract
	A specific contract awarded under a framework or dynamic market.

	Innovation Partnership
	A procurement route designed to develop and purchase innovative solutions.

	Most Advantageous Tender (MAT)
	New terminology replacing MEAT; focuses on best overall value, not just lowest cost.

	Contract Modification
	Rules for altering contracts after award; stricter reporting and justifications required.

	Pipeline Notice
	Contracting Authorities spending over £100m annually must publish a notice (within the first 56 days of each financial year) stating all Public Contracts over £2m going out to tender within the next 18 months.

	Learning from Experience
	Requirement for authorities to consider lessons from previous procurement outcomes.

	Below-Threshold Tender Notice
	A notice declaring that the Contracting Authority intends to award a Contract whose value is below the current thresholds for the application of the Act.

	Contract Award Notice
	States intent to enter into a contract. Issued PRIOR to award, whereas under PCR2015 this notice was published after award – a significant change.

	Contract Details Notice
	States that the Contracting Authority has entered into a Public Contract (previously called Contract Award Notice under PCR2015).

	Tender Notice
	States that a Contracting Authority intends to award a Public Contract and commences a Procurement process.

	Transparency Notice
	Notifies the market that the authority intends to award a contract without running a competitive procedure.

	Planned Procurement Notice
	States intent to publish a Tender Notice; can reduce the Tendering Period to a minimum of 10 days.
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